
Workgroup 9:  Ray Curran 

Stability of agriculture and forest industries 

Vision Excerpts 

Over the next 25 years, an understanding of the interdependence of our environment and our economy spreads through 

our communities.  Our mixture of public and private lands is the defining feature of the Park; it drives our diverse 

sustainable economy and increases our self-reliance.  We use balanced, slightly more flexible, regulation to preserve our 

unique landscape while enhancing the health of our communities. 

The local parts of the strategy increase spending within the Park on local food, energy, forest products and other 

regionally produced goods, so we send less of our wealth outside the Park. By increasing the use of biomass from private 

forests, we reinforce the self-reliance that has traditionally been part of this region’s character, lowering our use of fossil 

fuels. 

The State and environmental NGOs purchase additional forest and farm easements and use transferable development 

rights to keep our land productive and preserve open space.  . . . We manage the forest using science-based stewardship 

that helps to protect it against threats of climate change and invasive species. 

Our core vision is of interdependent yet self-reliant communities that: 

 Grow a portion of our food, integrating farming and animal husbandry into the community through budget 

friendly CSA(Community Supported Agriculture) arrangements and greatly expanded local processing and 

distribution that connects farming areas to communities throughout the Park 

 Protect waters and forests from degradation and overuse by working cooperatively with NYS Dept. of 

Environmental Conservation (DEC) and the Park Agency (APA) 

Grow the Local Economy in Traditional and Modern Ways 

A better economy with more opportunity is the only way to address the twin threats of growing poverty and 

depopulation.   Our goal is to cultivate a large number of small businesses rather than a few big employers, who can 

leave suddenly and devastate a community, as has happened repeatedly here in the last 50 years. We can do this 

without compromising our environmental protection. 

The source of our strength is a diverse economy based on these pillars: 

 A diversified agricultural sector that processes and distributes more of its production locally  

 A revived forest products industry that supplies feedstock to a growing biomass heating and supplies the needs 

of wood products markets 

 Attraction of private investment for start-ups, tourism infrastructure, renewable energy and other local business 

growth 

The next twenty five years will be a period of painful change in global and American society.  An aging population, 

accelerating climate change, environmental disasters -- the list goes on. Our response is to protect our Adirondack 

resources; the value of the Park’s ecosystem services (clean air, clean water, and open space) inexorably rises for both 

humans and the environment. Our forest’s high biodiversity helps keep out invasive species and disease carrying pests. 

Over more than 125 years, the Adirondack Park has become the largest and most important of the US Northern Forests.  

Its ecological diversity and large forested areas play a major role in the tracking and scientific understanding of the 



effects of climate change.  Our strong research community gives us new information to protect the forest and inform 

policy. Adapting to climate change brings hard choices with regard to the Forest Preserve, including ways to 

expeditiously control damaging invasive species. We have better science and more options now to keep the Park’s forest 

lands and waters more resilient and resistant to nuisance species, while also providing welcoming habitat for desirable 

southern species moving northward. 

Investment will be directed toward modernizing traditional sectors such as timber and agriculture while growing new 

sectors in high-tech manufacturing and the online economy.   

Events 

#17 Agritourism, Local Food, are Fast Growing Markets 

#134 Craft Beers and Microbrewers Popping Up 

#77 CSA Subscriptions Have Tripled in 10 Years 

#16 Food Desert Label Lifted from Park Towns 

#75 Land Trusts Start Young Farmer Programs in Region 

#78 Regional Growing Season Extended Significantly 

#76 Regional Services Improve Economics of Local Food 

#2 NYS Policies Better Support Smaller Businesses and Farms 

#67 Biomass Energy Is a Major Source of New Jobs in the Region 

#95 Advanced Forest Management Helps with Climate Adaptation 

#94 Carbon Sequestering Payments Flow to Forest Landowners 

#10 New NYS Easement Purchases Keep Landscapes Working 

#96 New Round of Forest Preserve Purchases Competed 

 

  



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

  



 

  



 

 



 

 


